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" The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 



This application is abandoned in view of: 

1 . M Applicant's failure to timely file a proper reply to the Office letter mailed on 29 July 2003 . 

(a) □ A reply was received on (with a Certificate of Mailing or Transmission dated ), which is after the expiration of the 

period for reply (including a total extension of time of month(s)) which expired on . 

(b) □ A proposed reply was received on , but it does not constitute a proper reply under 37 CFR 1.113 (a) to the final rejection. 

(A proper reply under 37 CFR 1.113 to a final rejection consists only of: (1) a timely filed amendment which places the 
application in condition for allowance; (2) a timely filed Notice of Appeal (with appeal fee); or (3) a timely filed Request for 
Continued Examination (RCE) In compliance with 37 CFR 1.114). 

(c) □ A reply was received on but It does not constitute a proper reply ,"oT a bona fide attempt at a proper reply, to the non- 

final rejection. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a) and 1.111. (See explanation in box 7 below). 

(d) K No reply has been received. 

2. □ Applicant's failure to timely pay the required issue fee and publication fee, if applicable, within the statutory period of three months 

from the mailing date of the Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85). 

(a) □ The issue fee and publication fee, if applicable, was received on (with a Certificate of Mailing or Transmission dated 

), which Is after the expiration of the statutory period for payment of the issue fee (and publication fee) set in the Notice of 

Allowance (PTOL-85). 

(b) n The submitted fee of $ is insufficient. A balance of $ is due. 

The Issue fee required by 37 CFR 1.18 is $ . The publication fee, if required by 37 CFR 1.18(d), is $ . 

(c) D The issue fee and publication fee, if applicable, has not been received. 

30 Applicant's failure to timely file corrected drawings as required by, and within the three-month period set in, the Notice of 
Allowability (PTO-37). 

(a) □ Proposed corrected drawings were received on (with a Certificate of Mailing or Transmission dated ), which is 

after the expiration of the period for reply. 

(b) D No corrected drawings have been received. 

4. □ The letter of express abandonment which is signed by the attorney or agent of record, the assignee of the entire interest, or all of 

the applicants. 

5. □ The letter of express abandonment which is signed by an attorney or agent (acting in a representative capacity under 37 CFR 

1.34(a)) upon the filing of a continuing application. 

6. □ The decision by the Board of Patent Appeals and Interference rendered on and because the period for seeking court review 

of the decision has expired and there are no allowed claims. 



The reason(s) below: 



Called Mr. Donald D. Evenson on February 20, 2004 to learn that the attorney of record had moved on or about 
August 2001 and that a status request and change of address were filed on March 3, 2003. Since neither the status 
request nor the change of address are currently in the file and no other comnnunication reguarding this application 
has been placed in the file, the application is abandoned 

GREGORY J. STTUMBU 



Petitions to revive under 37 CFR 1 .1 37(a) or (b), or requests to withdraw the holding of abandonment un 
minimize any negative effects on patent term. 
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TJie United States Patent and Trademark Office 



has changed certain mailing addresses 



I 



Effective May 1 , 2003 



nn> H cf * I provided in this flyer after May 1. 2003 for any correspondence with the 
United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) in patent-r4ted matters to 
organizations reporting to tfie Commissioner for Patents. 

aft°erTvf foo.%'^l'fn ^ '"'^ ^'^^ ^327 Arlington. VA 22202 addresses 

fnHtiTow \l correspondence with the USPTO even if these old addresses are 

ndicated in the accompanying Office action or Notice or in any other action, notice materia! 
form, instruction or other information. indienai, 

fnr p!S°*"''®"''f P^en^-re'ated matters to organizations reporting to the Commissioner 
for Patents must now be addressed to: ~~ - ^ - » 




Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 




Special Mail Stop designations to replace Special Box designations 

P^tJf^lnHT^^M ^' ^P«^'^' Box designations for 

MlrStop "V""^ corresponding Mail Stop designations (e.g.. "Box 4" will now be 

For further information, see Correspondence with the United States Patent and Trademark 

onZ U9P?n. t'"'/."'"^"' ^ °^ ^^9'^^^' noti^eTs available 

on the USPTO s web site at http://www.usDto.Qov/web/menu/cun-ent html#rftq i.sfPr 

on^hiTiq^TS^ '^'""k^^^^^ marling addresses (See Patents - specific) will be available"" 
on the USPTO s web site on April 15, 2003 at httpV/www usDto aov/main/cQntart.<; htm 

Persons filing correspondence with the Office should checl< the rules of practice, tr.c Official 
SS?^; Z ^^IP^^® s '"^«rnet Web site ( www.usDto.Qov^ to determine the appropri^iilddress 
and Mai Stop Designation (if applicable) for all correspondence being delivered to the USPTO 
via the United States Postal Service (USPS). 

Questions regarding the content of this flyer should be directed to the Inventor Assistance 
Center at (703) 308-4357 or toll-free at 1-800-786-9199. 



NOTICE OF OFFICE PLAN TO CEASE SUPPLYING COPIES OF CITED U S PATENT 
REFERENCES WITH OFFICE ACTIONS, AND PE.OT TO EVALUATE THE 
ALTERNATIVE OF PROVIDING ELECTRONIC ACCESS TO SUCH U.S. PATENT 

REFERENCES 



Summary 

The United States Patent and Trademark Office (Office or USPTO) plans in the near future to- 

(1) cease mailing copies of U.S. patents and U.S. patent application publications (US patent 
references) with Office actions except for citations made during the international stage of an 
international apphcation under the Patent Cooperation Treaty and those made during 
reexamination proceedings; and (2) provide electronic access to, with convenient downloading 
capability of, the US patent references cited in an Office action via the.Qffice's private Patent - 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system which has a new feature called "E-Patent 
Reference." Before ceasing to provide copies of U.S. patent references with Office actions, the 
Office shall test the feasibility of the E-Patent Reference feature by conducting a two-month pilot 
project starting with Office actions mailed aaer December 1, 2003. The Office shall evaluate the 
pilot project and publish the results in a notice which will be posted on the Office's web site 
(www.USPTO.gov ) and in the Patent Official Gazette (O.G.). In order to use the new E-Patent 
Reference feature dunng the pilot period, or when the Office ceases to send copies of U S patent 
references with Office actions, the applicant must: (1) obtain a digital certificate from the Office- 

(2) obtain a customer number fiom the Office, and (3) properly associate applications with the 
customer number. The pilot project does not involve or affect the current Office practice of 
supplying paper copies of foreign patent documents and non-patent literature with Office actions 
Paper copies of references will continue to be provided by the USPTO for searches and written 
opinions prepared by the USPTO for international applications during the international stage and 
for reexamination proceedings. 

Description of Pilot Project to Provide Electronic Access to Cited U.S. Patent 
References 

On December 1, 2003, the Office will make available a new feature, E-Patent Reference, in the 
Office's private PAIR system, to allow more convenient downloading of U.S. patents and U.S. 
patent application publications. The new feature will allow an authorized user of private PAIR 
to download some or all of-the U.S.-patents and U.S. patent application publications citrd by aff 
examiner on form PTO-892 in Office actions, as well as U.S. patents and U.S. patent application 
publications submitted by applicants on form PTO/SB08 (1449) as part of an IDS. The retrieval 
of some or all of the documents may be performed in one downloading step with the documents 
encoded as Adobe Portable Document format (.pdO files, which is an improvement over the 
current page-by-pagc retrieval capability fi-om other USPTO systems. 



Steps to Use the New E-Patent Reference Feature During the Pilot Project and 
Thereafter 

Access to private PAIR is required to utilize E-Patent Reference. If you don't already have 

access to private PAIR, the Office urges practitioners, and applicants not represented by a 

practitioner, to take advantage of the transition period to obtain a no-cost USPTO Public Key 

Infiastructure (PKI) digital certificate, obtain a USPTO customer number, associate all of their 

pending and new application filings with their customer number, install no-cost software 

(suppbed by the Office) required to access private PAIR and E-Patent Reference feature and 

make appropriate arrangements for Internet access. The full instructions for obtaining a PFG 

digital certificate are available at the Office's Electronic Business Center (EBC) web page af 

<http://www.uspto.gov/ebc/downloadshtnil> . Note that a notarized signature will be required to 
obtain a digital certificate. 

To get a Customer Number, download and complete the Customer Number Request forih PTO-"^ 
^^'2^' http://www.usDto. gov/weh/fo rms/sbQ 1 25 p H f The completed fomi can then be 
transmitted by facsimile to the Electronic Business Center at (703) 308-2840, or mailed to the 
address on the form. If you are a registered attorney or patent agent, then your registration 
number must be associated with your customer number. This is accomplished by adding your 
registration number to the Customer Number Request form. A description of associating a 
customer number with an application is described at the EBC web page af 
http://www.usDto.eov/e bc/registratinn oair.html . 

The E-Patent Reference feature will be accessed using a new button on the private PAIR screen 
Ordinarily all of the cited U.S. patent and U.S. patent application publication references will be ' 
available over the Internet using the Office's new E-Patent Reference feature. The size of the 
references to be downloaded will be displayed by E-Patent Reference so the download time can 
be estimated. Applicants and registered practitioners can select to download all of the references 
or any combination of cited references. Selected references will be downloaded as complete 
fr^^/^"'".^- ^'^''^^ PoTtMe Document Format (.pdf) files. For a limited period of time, the 
USPTO will include a copy of this notice with Office actions to encourage applicants to use this 
new feature and, if needed, to take the steps outlined above in order to be able to utilize this new 
feature during the pilot and thereafter. 

During the two-month pilot, the Office will evaluate the stability and capacity of the E-Patent 
Reference feature to reliably provide electronic access to cited U.S. patent and-U S patent 
application publication references. While copies of U.S. patent and U.S. patent application 
publication references cited by examiners will continue to be mailed with Office actions during 
the pilot project, applicants are encouraged to use the private PAIR and the E-Patent Reference 
feature to electronically access and download cited U.S. patent and U.S. patent applicarion 
publication references so the Office will be able to objectively evaluate its performance The 
public IS encouraged to submit comments to the Office on the usability and performance of the 
E-Patent Reference feature during the pilot. Further, during the pilot period registered 
practitioners, and applicants not represented by a practitioner, are encouraged to experiment with 
the feature, develop a proficiency in using the feature, and establish new internal processes for 
using the new access to the cited U.S. patents and U.S. patent application publications to prepare 
for the anticipated cessation of the currem Office practice of supplying copies of such cited 



references. The Office plans to continue to provide access to the E-Patent Reference feature 
during Its evaluation of the pilot. 



Comments 



Comments concerning the E-Patent Reference feature should be in writing and directed to the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at the USPTO by electronic mail at eRefcrence@u.^tn ..v or 
by facsmiile to (703) 308-2840. Comments will be posted and made a vailable for pubT 
inspection. To ensure that comments are considered in the evaluation of the pilot project 
comments should be submitted in writing by January 1 5, 2004. ^ i > 

Comments with respect to specific applications should be sent to the Technology Centers' 
customer service centers. Comments concerning digital certificates, customer numbers and 

B^CL' n?PTn "k"";"'" ""i'^ applications should be sent to the Electronic Busine'ss Center 
(EBC) at the USPTO by facsimile at (703) 308-2840 oTby e-ma.Tat EBC@a^ptoTgov.'- 

Implementation after Pilot 

After the pilot, its evaluation, and publication of a subsequent notice as indicated above the 

aZI !!!! 1° ""Pl^'"""' »o "tailing paper copies of U.S. patent references cited 

dunng examination of non provisional applications on or after February 2, 2004; although copies 

as non-patent literature, will still be mailed to the 
applicant until such time as substantially all applications have been scanned into IFW. 

For Further Information Contact 



.^^^I'?f °" the operation of the IFW system can be found on the USPTO website 

at http://www.uspto.gov/web/patents/ifw/index.html. Comments concerning the E-Patent 
t7;hr^«r f»rT^o^llf concerning the operation of the PAIR system should be directed 
no^^nx /^.n at (866) 217-9197. The EBC may also be contacted by facsimile at 

(703) 308-2840 or by e-mail at EBC@uspto.gov. 

Nicholas P. Godici 
Commissioner for Patents 



AttscliBCMt for rr0.94S (Rev* OMI. or etrtler) 

, m-»- 

The below cext replices the pre-pHnted text under th^^bduliiig, 
**fBroniiilloa 00 How to Effect Dnwing Chtogcs,*' on thi^.btck 
of the FrO-94S (Rev. 01/01, or etriier) form. 

* 

INFORMATION ON ROW TO EFFECT DRAWING CHANGES 



1. C«rff«ctlMafIar«nulida-J7CfRlJS / 
New cofrecttd dnwiivi niii be filed with chingei iiKorporaied theiein - 

hw>e«ef*e nt, ud ■ppiicMioft wiiwtiir. or doclcei wi«>bcf (if my) if ea 
■ppKciriM Mite IMM tali t«|Md(oiteappli^ IfthitiiiMNMiotis 
praviM k M be piaeid M Am of eicii ilM and cMMnd 

mmptL If cwwcied dfii^ii^ «t lequiwd ia • Noiice of Ailowibiiity (FyOL> 
dH Mw «ni^ MUIT be Med widiie Ott THRCe MONTH *B^^ 
■MwyperioiMferieplyiMilieHodeeofAnewMky EttMbwofiiM 

MOTN il nl iii iiii i i f dap w ¥ M oe i efnCTH.t3<(i)<ir<b)fc»lliH 
dwowiiclii iliwliy idtribiiMitfi^efiHeaceof Allowibiliqr. Tlw >; 
dfi ^ i i y ib o u M be tted M e wpw^e peper mMk a itiMmind leaer i dOr t n 
ihe Offidai Dntepcnoit 

2. Cermtieat elktr ilu« InronuUtlM Noted by DraftspenoM on forn PTO- 
f4t. 

AH changes to ilic drawinfs. other than infonnalities no<M (he Orantpcrwn. 
MUST be made in the wot mwntt u abovt except that normally, a hightiijhted 
(pfe<erab(y red ink) sketch oi'thc changes to be incorpora«a into the ntv, 
drawings MUST be approved by the examiner before th< jpciication wilt be 
allowed No changes be permitted lo be made. o»h<r njn correction oi' 
informalities, unless the examiner has approved ihe pfopo^co .hinges 

Timing of Corrections 

Applicant IS required to submu the drav.\n« coriciions u\ihin the 
time o^nod set in th^ ^'t ached Qffic^ commumcjiKin Sec j" CFR 
I 85(a) 

Failure to take conrecuvc Ktion vmiImo iIk* -.ci pc: ^^'11 reiuli m 
aBANDON^IE'^T .>i the j()pii>..u:>'M 



